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INFORMATION FOR PROSPECTIVE 
MEMBERS 

 
History 

Sudeley Castle Lodge was originally formed in 1981 from Manor of Ashley Lodge No. 
7831 which meets in Cheltenham. We are part of the Masonic Province of 
Gloucestershire which has a total of 82 Lodges under its banner. 

Having been Consecrated at Tewkesbury on 14th March 1981, the Lodge held its first 
meeting at Sudeley Castle in Winchcombe on 13th April that year.  It was a romantic 
setting for a Lodge meeting, the walls lined with priceless paintings, old books and 
tapestries, and fine porcelain.   An antique clock charmingly chimed the hours and a 
lifelike waxwork figure of an old librarian stood in one corner (he was elected an 
honorary Master Mason).    

The Lodge remained at the Castle until 
January 1984, when the Castle’s owners 
decided to come back into private residence 
and wanted no further private meetings to be 
held there.  A temporary move was made  to 
Tewkesbury Masonic Hall.  It was at our 
second meeting here that the Lodge banner, 
designed by W.Bro. Crawforth and stitched by 
his wife, was dedicated by the Provincial 
Grand Master, R.W. Bro. Cyril Hollinshead. 

In June 1984, the Lodge moved to Stow on the 
Wold Masonic Hall, home of Prince of Wales 
Lodge No.951, as a permanent residence 
thereby retaining its rural, Cotswold 
character.   

 
 

Who We Are? 

We are a small friendly Cotswold Lodge with a current membership of around thirty-
two and ages ranging from 30 to over 80 years. Our members come from a wide 
range of backgrounds, occupations and interests. Prospective members will find 
themselves at home here whatever their background. Annual Membership is 



 

 

currently £150 payable on 1st March and initial joining fees will amount to a further 
cost of approximately £138 (Full details are available). 

The Lodge meets on the 3rd Monday each month from September until March and 
the 4th Monday in April.  A Mentoring meeting usually takes place on the Monday 
before the meeting and a rehearsal is held on the Thursday before each meeting. The 
Lodge normally commences at 6:30pm although rehearsal meetings usually start at 
7:30pm. 

At our meetings, which take place in a traditional, formal environment, we may 
perform a Masonic ceremony or listen to lectures as well as conduct the business of 
the Lodge.  We then retire to dinner, known as the Festive Board, where we enjoy a 3 
or 4 course meal and are known for our warm, friendly welcome to Masonic visitors.  
Our meal currently costs £17.00. 

Masonic Dress consists of a dark suit, white formal shirt with a black or Provincial tie 
and formal black shoes.  At our Installation meeting in March and our December 
meeting we wear Dinner Jackets, although the standard dress is still acceptable.  At 
the Christmas meeting we invite our wives and non-masonic friends to join us at the 
Festive Board. 

Our charitable activities are focused on supporting local Cotswold charities and 
supporting the Gloucestershire Masonic Provincial Charities. We hold some social 
events during the year where our wives and families join us and mainly raise our 
charitable funds by a collection at each meeting and by a raffle at the Festive Board 
and social events. 

We warmly welcome new members and encourage them to take an active part in the 
Lodge.  We offer encouragement and support to help our members develop in 
Freemasonry whilst fully respecting their family and working life commitments. 

For further details, contact the Lodge Secretary:  W.Bro. Rod Harrison 
t:  07917 851706 
e:  secretary8976@gmail.com 
w: www.sudeleycastlelodge.co.uk 
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